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ATHLETICS

DePaul Athletics

Kevin Edwards (BUS ’92)
soars for a layup during his
Blue Demon hoops days.

Courting Community
Former Blue Demons star Kevin Edwards gives his all for alumni

K

evin Edwards’ (BUS ’92) longtime association with DePaul stepped up a notch
last year. In July 2021, the former Blue Demon
basketball star and veteran NBA player began
serving as director of athletics alumni and
professional relations after spending nearly
11 years as the Athletics Department’s director of community, corporate and professional
relations for the men’s basketball program.
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“I’m now a liaison to all alumni across all
sports. My role is to encourage them to come
back and get engaged with DePaul, whether
they’re in town or out of town,” Edwards says.
As a star athlete with DePaul from 1986
to 1988, Edwards is certainly a recognizable figure to many alumni. By the end
of his college career, he had scored 995
points and led the Blue Demons to a pair of
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NCAA Tournament appearances. In his two
seasons, DePaul had a combined record of
wins to losses of 50–11.
Edwards says that after college, “I was
fortunate to get drafted 20th by the Miami
Heat, and because they were an expansion
team, I was able to play a lot of minutes at a
young age. Coming from college, where you
only play about 25 to 30 games, now I was up
to 82. It’s a big adjustment. You have to learn
how to get your nutrition, get your sleep.”
During his professional career, Edwards also
played for the New Jersey Nets and Orlando
Magic, and finished his playing days with the
Vancouver Grizzlies.
Edwards spent some time as a film producer, and when DePaul came knocking on
his door with an offer to join the Athletics
staff, Edwards said yes.
In his previous role at DePaul, Edwards
often acted as a mentor to the student-athletes on the men’s basketball team. “On the
community side of things, I took the guys
to community service events,” he says.
“On the corporate side, I teamed up with
a professor at DePaul to teach the guys
networking skills, how to enter a room, how
to greet somebody with a handshake, how
to look people in the eyes—things of that
sort,” he continues. “On a professional side, I
would use my NBA contacts to try to help
those guys get a job [in professional
leagues] overseas, or just get
some intel that someone else
probably couldn’t get.”
In his new role, Edwards
helps former student-athletes
stay connected to DePaul.
He leads the D-Club, DePaul
Athletics’ letter-winners association, coordinates in-person and
virtual events and assists in producing
targeted communications for Athletics
alumni. He is also the liaison to DePaul’s
Office of Alumni Relations. New this year,
“alumni will be able to get a ticket, or season
tickets, for their sport for a small donation,
which we never had before,” he says.
Of his long association and work with
DePaul, Edwards says, “One of the reasons
why I came to DePaul, what I love about
DePaul, is the family atmosphere. We want
to make sure alumni feel good and know
they’re welcome to come back anytime. We’ll
try to assist with anything we can for them.”
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Scoring 31 points in her NCAA debut was just
the beginning of Aneesah Morrow’s breakout
season. It was the first time in coach Doug
Bruno’s 36 years at the helm that a freshman
pulled off such a feat. Then came 10 consecutive BIG EAST Freshman of the Week
awards and sweeping BIG EAST Player and
Freshman of the Week honors three times, an
achievement matched by only one other player
in BIG EAST history, 2021 National Player of
the Year Paige Bueckers of Connecticut.
Morrow set an all-time BIG EAST record
and established an NCAA season high with
27 rebounds in a win over Seton Hall. ESPN
honored Morrow as the best freshman in
the country, and the highly prestigious John
R. Wooden Award committee selected the
6-foot-1-inch forward as one of the top
20 players in the country. She was named
National Player of the Week by ESPN and the
Naismith Trophy’s national voting academy
and twice named National Freshman of
the Week by the U.S. Basketball Writers
Association. She led the nation in rebounding
and was among the top scorers all season.
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▬ Aneesah Morrow Takes College
Basketball World By Storm

Aneesah Morrow

▬ Javon Freeman-Liberty Fires Up
Blue Demon Hopes

▬ Track and Field Teams Shine at
BIG EAST Indoor Championships

DePaul basketball fans longing for a return to
the glory days of Ray Meyer and Mark Aguirre
were quite encouraged by new coach Tony
Stubblefield’s team opening the season
winning nine of its first 10 games. Leading
the way was a 6-foot-4-inch guard with
an iconic Chicago basketball name: Javon
Freeman-Liberty. His uncle, Marcus Liberty,
was a McDonald’s All-American and National
Player of the Year at King High School before
starring at Illinois and playing four seasons in
the NBA. Freeman-Liberty led the BIG EAST
in scoring before heading to the sideline with
a midseason injury. He was averaging more
than 21 points a game and a team-high 7.4
rebounds, and led the team in assists while
shooting nearly 39% from three-point range.

The Blue Demon men’s team finished second
and the women third at the conference
indoor track and field championships held
at Gately Stadium on the South Side. Tori
Carroll won the women’s 60-meter dash,
and DePaul also finished first in the women’s
4 x 400 meter relay. Cameron Attucks led the
men’s team by winning the 60-meter dash.
Connecticut won the men’s team title while
Villanova claimed the women’s crown.

Javon Freeman-Liberty

The sky’s the limit for coach Marie Zidek
after the Blue Demons qualified for their first
BIG EAST tournament and posted 19 wins in
the season, the most since the 2001 NCAA
Tournament team won 24 matches. Donna
Brown, Jill Pressly and Emma Price (CMN
’21) made the All-BIG EAST Team. Zidek and
her assistants, Nick Vogel and Erin Higgins,
were honored as Coaching Staff of the Year.

BIG EAST Conference

▬ BIG EAST’s Fastest Rising
Volleyball Program

The DePaul men’s track and field team
celebrates its runner-up finish at the
BIG EAST Indoor Championships.
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